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This is to confirm that we did not follow up our UK application for a patent
on Serpent. This was UK application no. GB 9722798.7, ‘Fast Block Cipher’,
filed 29 October 1997; we simply didn’t follow the application up within a year
of filing as one has to do to keep the process alive, either as a UK patent or
internationally.

Accordingly there is no longer to our knowledge any present or pending
patent encumbrance on the Serpent algorithm.

Yours Sincerely,

Ross Anderson



